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470 Book Notices. 

lite; to the west, of porphyry, diabase, and gneiss, and along the 
axis are deposited the oldest sediments, by which it is completely 
covered in the eastern part of the chain: 

In the Caucasus the snow-limit is lower on the southern slope 
than on the northern, a point of resemblance with the Himalayas. 
The contrary is the case with the Alps. Erroneous impressions 
have prevailed with many as to the poverty of the Caucasus in 
glaciers.* It is, in fact, not less rich in glaciers than the Alps. 

The hydrography is simple. There are no such rivers as in the 
Alps, but on the two slopes flow two large streams parallel with the 
direction of the chain, and the water-shed between the two seas, to 
the south and to the north, is also a climatic dividing wall. 

The passes of the Caucasus are all at a great elevation. Mr. 
Merzbacher gives a list of 68, many of them occupied by glaciers. 
The lowest pass is Psegaschka, 6,880 feet high, in the west; the 
highest is Dychni-ausch, 12,720 feet, in the central chain. The 
famous Dariel pass is 7,800 feet in height. 

Mr. Merzbacher climbed many of the peaks, with the ardour of 
a professed Alpinist; but he was interested in men not less than 
in rocks and walls of ice, and his chapters on the mountain peoples 
have a special value. 

The illustrations are charming and in every way worthy of a text 
in which nothing is wasted. 

The map (in three sheets) is based upon the surveys by the 
General Staff of the Army of the Caucasus. 

Publications of the Museu Paraense de Historia Natural e Ethno- 
graphia. 

These publications just received are: 

Arboretum Amazonicum, i a e 2 a Decadas, the Iconography of 
the most important Plants growing spontaneously and cultivated in 
the Amazonian Region, by Dr. J. Huber, Chief of the Botanic 
Section of the Museum. These present twenty quarto plates, 
beautifully printed, with brief descriptions in Portuguese and 
French ; 

Album deAves Amazonicas, i° Fasciculo, Estampas 1-12, by Dr. 
Emilio A. Goeldi, Director of the Museum. These twelve plates, 
somewhat smaller than those of the Arboretum, show the birds with 
their colouring among the trees and on the shores, as they live. 

* Among those who have committed themselves to error on this subject are named 
Heim, Agassiz, Salatzky, and Rectus ; so printed, even in the index. 
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The native or Portuguese name is given in every case with the 
scientific name; 

Memorias do Museu Paraense. 

/. — Excavacoes archeologicas em 1895 — i" Parte : Artificial Funerary 
Caverns of Indians now extinct on the River Cunany, and their 
Ceramics, by Dr. Emilio A. Goeldi. The four plates accompany- 
ing the text were made in the Museum. One shows sections of the 
site of the excavations and of one of the caverns; the other three 
give coloured reproductions of pottery found in the caves. 

II. — Zwischen Ocean und Guamd. A Contribution to the Knowl- 
edge of the State of Para by Dr. K. von Kraatz-Koschlau and Dr. 
Jacques Huber. With a map (of the northeastern part of the 
State) and ten plates. 

It would not be easy to improve upon these strikingly handsome 
publications. 



